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Introduction 
Consider... 
 
He is arguably the most significant figure in human history.  
In fact, history has been divided (BC and AD) by His brief 
but important appearance.  His birth, life, and death are sur-
rounded by prophecies and claims of the miraculous.  Songs 
have been written about Him, holidays connected to Him, 
lives have been changed by Him, and His followers have 
continued to thrive even in times of intense persecution. 

 
Think about the following statements by some who have con-
sidered Jesus Christ: 
 
“I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a his-
torian that this penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the 
very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant fig-
ure in all history.” - H.G. Wells 
 
“I know men and I tell you that Jesus Christ is no mere man. Be-
tween Him and every other person in the world there is no possible 
term of comparison. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and I have 
founded empires. But on what did we rest the creation of our gen-
ius? Upon force. Jesus Christ founded His empire upon love; and at 
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this hour millions of men would die for Him.” - Napoleon  
 
“As a child I received instruction both in the Bible and in the Tal-
mud. I am a Jew, but I am enthralled by the luminous figure of the 
Nazarene....No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual 
presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth 
is filled with such life.” - Albert Einstein  
 
“I would like to ask Him if He was indeed virgin born, because the 
answer to that question would define history.” - Larry King 
 
These men were not necessarily believers in Jesus Christ, but 
they had considered His importance with regards to human 
history.  They rightly understood that Jesus Christ should not 
be ignored.  In fact,  if Jesus is who He claimed to be, and if 
what He taught was true, our consideration of Him will have 
eternal consequences! 
 
It is our earnest desire that you will truly consider what the 
Bible has to say about this incredible man named Jesus.  No 
matter what you currently know or have heard, we hope you 
will truly give your mind and heart to a consideration of Him 

in the upcoming lessons.   
 

Important Information for This Study 
The questions in the Consider Christ Bible study are based on the 
King James Version.  For this reason, it is recommended that 
you use this translation as you complete the lessons.  If you 
do not own a King James Version, speak to the person who 
gave you this booklet and they can help you secure one. 
 
If you are unfamiliar with how the Bible is set up, keep the follow-
ing things in mind.  The Bible is made up of 66 individual 

books.  These books have been divided into chapters with 
each chapter containing several verses.  References in the 
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study are to be understood as giving the book, chapter, then 
verse.  For example, to find Romans 3:23, turn to the book of 
Romans (New Testament), find chapter 3, and then locate 
verse 23 within that chapter. 
 

 
You may want to use the bookmarks provided at the end of this 
booklet.  There you will find a bookmark for every book of the 
Bible used in this study.  These can be cut out and placed in the 
Bible you are going to use.  The books of the Bible are listed in 
order above with the ones used in the study in bold font.    

Old Testament (OT) 
Genesis  Ecclesiastes 
Exodus  Song of Solomon 

Leviticus  Isaiah 
Numbers  Jeremiah 
Deuteronomy Lamentations 
Joshua   Ezekiel 
Judges   Daniel 
Ruth   Hosea 
I Samuel  Joel 
II Samuel  Amos 

I Kings  Obadiah 
II Kings  Jonah 
I Chronicles  Micah 
II Chronicles  Nahum 
Ezra   Habakkuk 
Nehemiah  Zephaniah 
Esther   Haggai 
Job   Zechariah 
Psalms  Malachi 
Proverbs 

New Testament (NT) 
Matthew        James 
Mark         I Peter 
Luke         II Peter 
John         I John 
Acts         II John 
Romans        III John 
I Corinthians       Jude 

II Corinthians       Revelation        
Galatians 
Ephesians 
Philippians 
Colossians 
I Thessalonians 
II Thessalonians 
I Timothy 
II Timothy 
Titus 
Philemon 
Hebrews 

3 



4 

 



 

Lesson 1 
Christ’s Communicators 
 
Many men throughout history have communicated informa-
tion about Jesus Christ.  Some have been accurate while oth-
ers have been inaccurate and even purposefully deceptive.  
Even today one can find communication about Jesus in the 
form of novels or television documentaries.  Books about 
Him can be purchased in almost any bookstore.  Unfortu-
nately, those who communicate information about Jesus 

Christ are often unreliable.  
 
As we study Christ, we will be turning to the Bible which 
contains the communications of Prophets, Apostles, and 
other holy men.  Before we do this, however, consider the re-
liability of those communicators and the trustworthiness of 
their writings. 
 

Their Claims        

 According to II Peter 1:20-21 (NT), Peter claimed that 
 the prophecies did not come by ―the will of            .‖ 
 
 According to v. 21, the prophets ―spake as they were 
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 moved by the     [a reference to 
 God’s Spirit].‖ 
  
 According to I Peter 1:10-11 (NT), what was in the 
 prophets signifying [showing] of Christ’s sufferings 
 long before they happened?     
 
 According to I Corinthians 2:12-13 (NT), the Apostle 
 Paul claimed to speak of those things freely given by 
 God (through Christ) with words that the ―  
    teacheth.‖ 
 
Clearly, the Apostles and Prophets claimed to be led by the 
Spirit of God in what they spoke (and wrote).  This is why 
Paul wrote in II Tim. 3:16-17 (NT), ―All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God [lit. God-breathed]...‖  The Bible claims to 

be the written Word of God and since God cannot lie, His 
Prophets, Apostles, and other holy men gave us accurate in-
formation about Christ. 
 

Their Connection 
Some of the Biblical writers about Christ had more than just 
―the Spirit of Christ‖ in them.  Some were directly connected 
to Him as eyewitnesses of His life and ministry. 
 

 According to Luke 1:1-3 (NT), those who had  
 taught the Christians ―from the beginning were  
     .‖ 
 
 According to Acts 4:19-20 (NT), when the Apostles  
 Peter and John were being interrogated by the Jewish  
 leaders, they said that they could not help but speak 
 the things which they had ―    and  
   .‖ 
 

6 



 According to II Peter 1:16 (NT), what was it that Peter 
 and the other Apostles did not follow when they made 
 known the power and coming of Christ?   
          
 

Their Consistency 
It has been observed by many that though the Bible was writ-
ten by some 40 different writers from various walks of life, 
over the course of 1,600 years of history, from different loca-
tions and yet it is completely consistent in its information 

about Jesus Christ!   
 
 According to Luke 24:25-27 (NT), when Jesus  
 expounded truth about Himself, He began with  
 ―    and all the    .‖ 
  

 According to Acts 3:22-24 (NT), ―all the prophets from  
     and those that     
 as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of 
 these days [regarding Christ].‖ 
 
 According to Acts 10:43 (NT), how many of the  
 prophets give witness of Jesus?    
 
In none of these verses (or anywhere else) do we find any in-
dication that there was anything but unity of witness among 
all the Prophets and Apostles regarding Jesus Christ! 
 

Conclusion 
We can trust Biblical information about Jesus Christ.  That 
information was given by God through men who were con-
nected to Christ by His Spirit and by their status as eyewit-
nesses.  Their testimonies agree and their words are reliable.  
For more reasons for accepting the Bible as the accurate Word of 
God, please see Appendix A (pg. 25). 
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Lesson 1 
Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. What is the difference between those who communicate 

about Christ in the Bible and those who communicate 
about Christ today (through novels, documentaries, etc.)? 

         
         
         
          
 
2. How likely would it be for forty men from different walks 

of life and spanning 1,600 years of history to write one 
book in which there is perfect agreement and consistency? 

         
         
         
          
 
3. How important are the words of eyewitnesses?  How do 

we value the testimony of eyewitnesses in our culture?   
         
         
         
          
 
4. What are the implications that arise from the knowledge 

that the Bible is the Word of God? 
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Lesson 2 
Christ’s Claims 
 
Was Jesus just a good teacher?  Was He merely a good moral 
example?  Is it possible to view Jesus as a great prophet but 
reject Him as being anything more?  The answer to these 
questions is connected to the claims that Jesus Christ made 
and the implications of those claims when fully considered.  
The truth is, as we will see in this lesson, Jesus made two in-
credible claims about Himself. 

 

Claim to be God in the Flesh 

 Son of God 
 Read Mark 14:61-64 (NT).  According to v. 61, what 
 did the chief priest ask Jesus during His trial?  
          
 
 According to v. 62, what response did Jesus give to  
 that question (first two words)?    
 
 According to v. 64, in the minds of the Jews, what sin 
 had Jesus committed that made Him worthy of death? 
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The Jews responded as they did because they rightly under-
stood that for Jesus to claim to be the Son of God was also a 
claim to be God.  Just as a physical son shares the quality of 
humanness with his physical father, so Jesus was claiming to 
share the quality of deity with His Heavenly Father. 
 
 Timelessness as God 
 Read John 8:56-59 (NT).  According to v. 58, Jesus 
 said, ―Before Abraham was, I   .‖ 
 
 According to v. 59, how did the Jews respond to this 
 claim?         
 
Once again, those who heard Him, understood Him to be 
claiming deity and thus blaspheming. 
 

 Equality with God 
 Read John 10:30-33 (NT).  According to v. 30, Jesus 
 claimed, ―I and my Father [God] are   .‖ 
 
 According to v. 33, what did the Jews understand Him 
 to be claiming by that statement?     
 
In each of these (and in many other) ways Jesus made the 
fantastic claim that He was God.  This was certainly under-
stood by the Jews of His day.  It was also understood by His 
followers.  This is why John wrote: ―In the beginning was the 
Word [a reference to Christ].  And the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God...and the Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us...‖ (John 1:1, 14 NT). 
 

Claim to be the Savior of the World 

 Explicit Claim 
 According to Luke 19:10 (NT), Jesus came to    
 and to    that which was lost.‖ 
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 According to Matthew 20:28 (NT), Jesus claimed that 
 He was going to give His life ―a     for 
 many.‖  
 

 According to Matthew 26:28, Jesus was going to give 
 His blood for ―the remission    .‖ 
 
Jesus’ claim was explicit.  He had come to save the world.  He 
had come to give His life as a sacrifice for sinners. 
 
 Exclusive Claim 
 According to Jesus in John 14:16 (NT), is it possible for 
 a person to come to the Father any other way except 
 by Him?   
 
 According to Jesus in John 3:18, what is true of those 
 who do not believe on Him for salvation?  
          
  
Sometimes the followers of Jesus are accused of having a nar-
row or exclusive view of ―religion‖.  This charge is true, but 
rests on the claims of Jesus Christ Himself! 
 

Conclusion 

―A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things 
Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either 
be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a 
poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell [a liar]. 
You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut 
Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a de-
mon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. 
But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His 
being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He 
did not intend to.‖ [emphasis added] - C.S. Lewis 
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Lesson 2 
Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. How does ―Son of God‖ imply the deity of Christ? 
         
         
         
          
 
2. What is the significance of the present tense ―I am‖ in re-

lation to the past tense ―Abraham was‖ in John 8:58 (NT)? 
         
         
         
          
 
3. Who are the lost Jesus came to save? 
         
         
         
          
 
4. C. S. Lewis’ statement has often been called a trilemma, 

meaning that those who consider Christ’s claims are left 

with one of three options:  1) Jesus is a liar, 2) Jesus is a 

lunatic, or 3) Jesus is Lord (who He claimed to be).  Is this 
a reasonable conclusion?  Why does it not leave room for 
the statement, ―Jesus was just a good teacher.‖? 
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Lesson 3 
Christ’s Confirmation 
 
If Jesus really was who He claimed to be, we should expect 
some type of proof.  After all, anyone can claim to be God in 
the flesh.  Anyone can say they have come from Heaven to 
save sinners.  Is there any confirmation that Jesus’ claims 
were valid?   While God has asked men to live by faith, He 
has still chosen in His wisdom to provide evidence regarding 
Christ’s claims. 

 

Confirmation of Fulfilled Prophecy 

The Old Testament contains hundreds of prophecies regard-
ing the Messiah (Christ).  It has been estimated that the prob-
ability of one person fulfilling eight selected prophecies is 1 in 
10 to the 17th power (a 1 with 17 zeros behind it!).  Yet Jesus 
fulfilled hundreds of specific prophecies made hundreds of 
years before He came to earth!   
 
 According to Micah 5:2 (OT), from what city was the  
 Messiah to come?      

  According to Matthew 2:1-7 (NT), where was  
  Jesus born?      
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 Isaiah 40:3 (OT) and Malachai 3:1 (OT) tell that Christ 
 would have a messenger prepare his way.  According 
 to Matthew 3:1-3 (NT) did Jesus have a messenger 
 come before Him?   
 

 Read Isaiah 53:3-5 (OT).  Read Mark 15:16-20 (NT).  
 How was the Isaiah prophecy fulfilled in Jesus? 
            
 
 Consider the prophecy of Psalm 22:16 (OT).  This was  
 written hundreds of years before crucifixion was used! 
 
Many more prophecies from the Old Testament were ful-
filled by Jesus.  Coincidence?  No.  Confirmation? Yes! 
 

Confirmation of Miracles 

Though we are not directly studying what others have said 
about Jesus, it is interesting to note that even the Jewish his-
torian Josephus (who lived near the time of Christ) wrote, 
“Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to 
call Him a man: for He was a doer of wonderful works...” (Jewish 
Antiquities, vol. II, Book XVIII, Ch. III). 

 
 According to Acts 2:22 (NT), Jesus was a man 
 ―approved of God among you by     and  
     and    .‖ 
 

 According to the same verse (v. 22), were these done 
 behind closed doors or in a secretive manner?   
 

 Read Matthew 11:1-5 (NT).  List three of the miracles 
 Jesus had performed.      
          
 
 Read Matthew 14:15-21 (NT).  How many men did 
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 Jesus feed in this miracle?      
  What did He do this with?     
 
The miracles of Jesus are well documented by eyewitnesses.  
Today, they continue to stand as clear confirmation that Jesus 
was and is who He claimed to be. 
 

Confirmation of the Resurrection 

The resurrection was the greatest proof that Jesus was who 
He claimed to be.  Though many throughout history have 

attempted to discredit the resurrection, the empty tomb still 
stands as undeniable confirmation of Christ’s claims. 
 
 Read Mark 16:1-7 (NT). 
 

 According to Romans 1:1-4 (NT), what did God  
 declare Jesus to be by the resurrection?    

 
 According to Acts 1:1-3 (NT), Jesus showed Himself to 
 be alive by ―many infallible    .‖ 
 
 Read I Corinthians 15:1-8 (NT).  Count the number of  
 people who saw Jesus alive after His resurrection.  At 
 least how many people saw Him?   
 
By reading the first few chapters of the book of Acts, it is 
clear that the resurrection was the foundation of Christianity.  

No other religion is based on such an event.  No other relig-
ion claims a living Savior and Lord. 
 

Conclusion 

From His fulfillment of prophecy, to His miracles, to His resurrec-
tion from the dead Jesus’ claims were confirmed.  According to the 
Bible, Jesus is who He claimed to be: God in the flesh and Savior of 
the world! 
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Lesson 3 
Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. Why is confirmation (proofs, evidence) so important 

when it comes to Jesus Christ?  Is faith anti-intellectual or 
unintelligent? 

         
         
         
          
 
2. Fulfilled prophecy confirms the claims of Christ.  What 

would be the significance of fulfilled prophecy to the 
topic of the first lesson (The Communicators of Christ)? 

         
         
         
          
 
3. Why do you think some people reject miracles? 
         
         
         
          
 
4. Think back to how many people saw Jesus after His resur-

rection.  What would the weight of that many eyewit-
nesses do for a case in the courts of our land? 
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Lesson 4 
Christ’s Cross 
 
It is impossible to consider Jesus Christ without considering 
the significance of His crucifixion.  The cross has long been a 
symbol of Christianity, but what actually took place on those 
two beams of rough wood?  Some, like the Jews of Jesus’ day, 
see Jesus’ death on the cross as nothing more than the execu-
tion of a blasphemer.  Others believe that Jesus’ death was 
simply an example of love for his disciples.  Still others see 

Jesus as a martyr, a man dying for His beliefs.  But what does 
the Bible say about the cross?  Read Mark 15:16-39 (NT). 
 

The Pain of the Cross 

 Physical Pain 
 Crucifixion involved nailing a criminal’s hands and 
 feet to a cross and leaving him there to die.  It is one of 
 the most painful means of execution invented by man.  
 In fact, the word excruciating (intense pain) means ―out 
 of the cross‖. 
 

 Emotional Pain 
 According to Mark 15:29-32 (NT), what three groups 
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 are listed as ―reviling‖ or ridiculing Jesus?  
          
 
 Spiritual Pain 
 According to Mark 15:34 (NT), Jesus cried out ―My 
     , My   , why hast Thou forsaken Me?‖  
 

The Purpose of the Cross 

Clearly Christ suffered on the cross, but why?  What was the 
purpose of His death?  In order to understand the purpose of 
the cross, one must understand three truths: 
 
 All men have sinned 
 According to Romans 3:10-12 (NT), are there any of us 
 who can truly be called ―good‖ in God’s eyes?   
 

 According to v. 23, who has sinned and fallen short of 
 God’s glory?    
  
 Sin deserves punishment 
 According to Romans 1:18, the wrath of God is  
 revealed against all ―    and  

     of men…‖. 
 
 According to Revelation 20:15 (NT), how will that 
 wrath be justly inflicted on sinners?   
          
 
 God loves the world 
 According to John 3:16 (NT), ―God so loved the world 
 that He    His only begotten Son...‖ 
 
 According to Romans 5:8 (NT), how did God  
 commend (or show) His love to sinners?   
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God is just, and because He is just, He must punish sin.  But 
God is also love.  How could both the love of God and the 
justice of God be demonstrated?  The answer is the cross! 
 

 According to I Peter 3:18 (NT), Jesus suffered as the  
 ―   for the    .‖ 
 
 According to Romans 3:24-25 (NT), God has set Jesus 
 ―forth  to be a    ...‖ [this word means 
 a satisfaction of wrath] 
 
When Christ hung on the cross, God judged Him for the sins 
of the world.  By this act, both the justice of God and the love 
of God could be demonstrated.  Justice was served in that sin 
was not left unpunished; love shown in that Jesus, the sinless 
Son of God took the sinner’s place! 
 
All of this was pictured in the Old Testament sacrificial sys-
tem in which innocent lambs were sacrificed for the sins of 
the people.  These pointed to the Lamb of God who would 
come and take away the sins of the world (John 1:29). 
 

The Power of the Cross 

 According to Romans 5:9, those who are justified by 
 Jesus’ blood are saved from   . 
 
 According to v. 10, we are ―    to 
 God by the death of His Son.‖ 
 

Conclusion 
In Matthew 20:28 (NT), Jesus said that He had come to give 
His life a ransom for many.  The cross is where that ransom 
was given.  Jesus, the righteous, innocent, and perfect Son of 
God suffered the wrath of God for sinners so that God’s jus-
tice could be served and sinners could be spared. 
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Lesson 4 
Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. In what ways did Jesus physically suffer before the actual 

crucifixion? (refer to Mark 15:16-39 in the New Testament) 
         
         
         
          
 
2. After having studied this lesson and the purpose of the 

cross, what is the answer to Jesus question, ―My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?‖ 

         
         
         
          
 
3. Could God be considered just if He did not punish sin?  

Why would we consider a judge unjust if he ignored crimi-
nal activity? 

         
         
         
          
 
4. Read Isaiah 53 (OT).  How does this prophecy, written 

hundreds of years before the cross, relate to Christ’s death? 
         
         
         
          



 

Lesson 5 
Christ’s Call 
 
Three days after His crucifixion, Jesus was raised from the 
dead.  He then ascended into Heaven to be seated at the right 
hand of His Father.  One day He will return to this earth and 
set up His kingdom.  Until then, however, Jesus is extending 
a call for all people everywhere to accept the work He has 
accomplished for them and be saved from judgment.   
 

The Nature of the Call 

 What it is not 
 It is important to understand that Christ does not call 
 people to ―turn over a new leaf‖, reform themselves, 
 or do good works, perform religious ceremonies, or in 
 any other way contribute to His work of salvation. 
 
 Read Ephesians 2:8-9 (NT).  According to v. 8, by  
 ―   are ye saved  through faith; and that not 
 of     .‖ 
 

 According to v. 9, salvation is not of what?   
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 What it is 
  According to Ephesians 2:8 (NT), salvation is ―by  
         [unmerited love] through           .‖  
 
  According to John 1:12 (NT), the power to become 

 God’s sons is given to those who ―   on His 
 name.‖ 

 
  According to John 3:16, what must be done in order 

 that a person not perish [under God’s wrath]? 
           

 
Christ does not call sinners to do anything with regards to 
their salvation since the work of redemption has already 
been done on the cross.  Instead He graciously offers salva-
tion as a free gift (Romans 6:23 NT) to those who will simply 
believe!  Saving faith is repentant (changes its mind about self, 
sin, and Christ), confident, and trusting.   
 

The Scope of the Call 

Christ’s call for sinners to repent and believe the good news 
about His work on the cross (the Gospel) is not limited to any 
particular nationality, gender, or social status.  
 

 Read Luke 24:46-48 (NT), according to the resurrected  
 Jesus, the good news regarding repentance and  
 remission of sins was to be preached ―among   
    .‖ 
 
 According to Revelation 22:17 (NT), who may drink 
 of the water of life [put faith in Christ and receive  
 eternal life] freely?       
 

  According to Romans 10:13 (NT), ―    
 shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.‖ 
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The Answer to the Call 

A person’s answer to Christ’s invitation to receive forgiveness 
of sins is very important.  There are only two responses. 
 
 The Answer of Belief 
 Read Romans 10:9-13 (NT).  According to v. 10, man 
 believes with the              .  This involves believing that 
 Jesus is God’s Son, that He paid the penalty for your sins, 
 and that He arose from the dead. 
 
 According to v. 13, ―whosoever    
 on the name of the Lord shall be saved.‖  This involves 
 putting your trust in Jesus and asking Him to save you 
 from your sin through His effective sacrifice. 
  
 Those who humbly acknowledge their sinfulness,  
 believe that Jesus is the Son of God and died for their 
 sins, and call upon Him for salvation will be saved! 
 
 The Answer of Unbelief 
 According to John 3:18 (NT), what is the status of those 
 who do not believe on Jesus for salvation?  
  
 According to John 3:36, what abides on the person who 
 does not believe on Christ?     
 
 While the work of Christ on the cross is complete, it is 
 only applied to those who respond to His call in faith. 
 

Conclusion 

Christ has sacrificed His blood for the sins of the world and 
now lives to offer free pardon and eternal life to any who will 
believe.  The consequences of this decision make it the most 
important decision anyone can make in this life!  If you would 
like to believe on Christ, see Appendix B (pg. 28). 
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Lesson 5 
Discussion Questions 
 
 
1. Discuss the implications of Christ’s emphatic statement 

on the cross, ―It is finished‖ in John 19:30 (NT) as it relates 
to Christ’s call. 

         
         
         
          
 
2. To whom does Christ extend the call to salvation?  Are 

there any to whom He does not extend and invitation? 
         
         
         
          
 
3. Why is Christ’s call so important?  What hangs in the bal-

ance? 
         
         
         
          
 
4. Have you ever personally put your faith in Jesus Christ, 

calling upon Him to be your Savior?  If so, when? 
         
         
         
          

24 



 

Appendix A 
Reasons to Accept the Bible  
 
As indicated in lesson one ―Christ’s Communicators‖, the re-
liability of our information about Jesus is very important.  
This Bible study is based on the truth that the Bible is the true 
and accurate revelation of God to man.  For this reason, it is 
fully trustworthy and must be seen as the final, authoritative 
word regarding Jesus.  While this view of the Bible does re-
quire faith, God has given us many good reasons to accept the Bi-
ble as the Word of God. 
 

Accuracy 

 Throughout history people have tried to characterize 
 the Bible as a book of myths and legends.  However, 
 archaeologist have repeatedly found evidence for the 
 historical and geographical accuracy of the Bible.  In 
 addition to this, the precise accuracy of its prophecies 
 (often  written more than a thousand years before  their 
 fulfillment) reveal the Bible is no book of fairy tales. 
 

Claim 

  The Bible claims to be the Word of God.  II Timothy 
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 3:16 states, ―All scripture is given by inspiration of 
 God‖ [lit.— breathed out by God].  The human writers 
 of the Bible consistently claimed to be speaking the 
 words of the LORD.  Few books in this world even 
 make such a claim.  

 

Consistency 

 In terms of human writers used by God, the sixty-six 
 books of the Bible were written by some forty different 
 people from all different walks of life (farmers,  
 fishermen, kings) over the course of some sixteen  
 hundred years.  It is very improbable that a collection 
 of writings under such circumstances would exhibit 
 any kind of unity.  Yet, the Bible manifests complete 
 unity.   It is truly one great book. 
 

Endurance 

 Throughout history, those who have hated the Bible 
 have often attempted to destroy it.  The Bible has come 
 under the attack of rulers, philosophers, modern 
 thinkers, and other critics of all kinds.  Yet the Bible 
 remains.  It has survived through the centuries and 
 exists today for mankind to read and consider. 
 

Power 

 The Bible has clearly left its mark on history as a book 
 that has the power to change lives.  This has been true 
 in the experience of countless individuals, families, 
 cities, and even nations.  It is a book that wields powerful 
 influence.  
 

Truthfulness 

 The Bible regularly depicts life as it truly is and makes 
 no attempt to hide the realities of human nature.  The 
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 Bible does not gloss over the character flaws of its 
 main personalities nor does it paint life with an  
 unfounded optimism.  Those who read the Bible with 
 open hearts find its honesty both refreshing and  
 challenging. 
 
Each of these reasons could be developed more fully.  Those 
who continue to question the reliability of the Bible are en-
couraged to study each one more extensively from other 
sources available (for more resources, please contact Hough-
ton Lake Baptist Church—see back cover for contact info).  
While individual reasons may vary in strength, their combined 
witness provide a solid foundation for accepting the Bible for what 
it claims to be, the Word of God to man. 
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Appendix B 
Sample Prayer for Salvation 
 
The following is a SAMPLE prayer for salvation.  No man is 
saved because he simply recites words.  Your prayer must be 
personal, from your heart, and filled with true faith! 
 

Dear God, I know that I am a sinner and that I deserve your judg-
ment.  I believe that Jesus is your Son, that He paid the price for my 
sin on the cross, and that you raised Him up from the dead.  I ac-
knowledge Jesus to be my Lord and Savior.  Please have mercy on 
me and save me through His sacrifice.  In Jesus Name, Amen. 
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Appendix C 
Guidance for New Believers 
 
If you have chosen to place your faith in Jesus Christ, praise 
the Lord!  Be sure to let someone know of your decision 
(your Bible study leader or the person who gave you this 
booklet to start with).  You can also use the information on 
the next page to contact Houghton Lake Baptist Church 
about your decision. 
 
 After accepting Christ as your Savior, you should do the following: 
 
 1.  Be baptized as a public picture of your salvation   

(Acts 2:41 NT). 
 Though baptism does not save you, it is  
 commanded (Matthew 28:19 NT) and an important 
 first step in showing your love for your Lord. 

 
 2.  Get involved in a good Bible-believing church. 
  This will give you an opportunity to hear the Bible  
  taught and preached and to receive the  
  encouragement that comes from being around  
  other believers. 
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 3.  Enroll in a discipleship course.   
  Houghton Lake Baptist Church provides a simple  
  Bible Study entitled Getting Planted and one-on- 
  one course called Roots to Fruits which will help  
  you learn and apply the basic principles involved in  
  being a fruitful disciple of Jesus Christ.  Both of  
  these can be viewed and printed from the church’s  
  website (houghtonlakebaptist.org)   
 
 4.  Read the Bible regularly.   
  The Bible provides spiritual nourishment and  
  instruction (I Peter 2:2 NT).  Read some every day  
  for spiritual growth. 
 
 5.  Tell others about Christ! 
  You may have friends, relatives, and coworkers who 
  are still under God’s judgment because they have  
  never trusted Christ as Savior.  Now that you have  
  been saved, you can tell them of the good news that  
  Christ has died for them!  If you would like to host a 
  Consider Christ Bible study with your friends and  
  family members, please contact Houghton Lake  
  Baptist Church.   
 
 
Contact Information: 
 Houghton Lake Baptist Church 
 9480 West Lake City Road 
 Houghton Lake, MI 48629 
 (989) 422-5869 / hlbchurch@gmail.com 
 www.houghtonlakebaptist.org 
 Pastor:  Stephen Milam 
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